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Th is  p roduc t  has  been  r igorous ly  eva lua ted  and  i s
hereby  acknowledged fo r  meet ing  the  educa t iona l  impac t
c r i te r ia  o f  the  Every  S tudent  Succeeds  Ac t  (ESSA) ,
war ran t ing  a  l eve l  3  des ignat ion  fo r  "Promis ing "
ev idence .  Th is  recogn i t ion  i s  based  on  i t s  p roven
ef fec t i veness  in  enhanc ing  lea rn ing  ou tcomes  w i th
par t i c ipan ts .

P R O M I S I N G
L X D  R e s e a r c h  R e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  V e n t u r e L a b

REVIEWED BY THE LXD RESEARCH EXPERT REVIEW PANEL

DATE

August, 2024

Rachel Schechter, Ph.D.
Founder of LXD Research



Educational programs document their evidence of design, effectiveness, and impact in order to
be eligible for federal funding. While there is no singular authority that determine’s a program’s
tier, the Department of Education's Office of Educational Technology provides standards to
assess the varying levels of strength of research for education products. 

The categories for ESSA Evidence are: strong (Tier 1) , moderate (Tier 2), and promising (Tier 3)
evidence of effectiveness, or demonstrates a rationale to be effective (Tier 4). 

This product meets the requirements for Tiers 4 and 3:

Includes a logic model based on research

Research documentation connects academic research studies to features in the program that
support learning.

Correlational studies have been completed on the program’s effectiveness with youth and
educators who have participated. 

A third-party research organization has reviewed the documentation for ESSA validation

When product designers leverage learning sciences to design their
programs, educators can better target instruction, and students' skills
soar. Through interviews with the product designers, an evaluation of
their research-informed activities, and an investigation of student and
educator survey responses, this product meets the criteria for LXD
Research's ESSA Tier 3 Evidence. 

– Rachel Schechter, Ph.D., Founder of LXD Research

Understanding
ESSA Evidence

Educators search for high-quality research and evidence-based interventions to
strengthen grant applications, to support comprehensive and targeted schools, or
to implement new programming in their schools. Evidence requirements under
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) are designed to ensure that states,
districts, and schools can identify programs, practices, products, and policies that
work across various populations.



S T U D Y  D E T A I L S

S T U D Y  C O N T E X T

I N S T R U C T O R  S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S
2 0 2 4

K E Y  F I N D I N G S

Sample  S ize
128  Ins t ruc to rs

Time Frame
June  2020-June  2024

Methodology
The survey  measured  the  change  in
ins t ruc to rs ’  en t repreneur ia l  sk i l l s  and
mindsets ,  as  we l l  as  perce ived  change
in  the i r  e lementa ry  and  secondary
s tudents ’  en t repreneur ia l  sk i l l s ,
m indsets ,  i n te res ts ,  and  con f idence .  

93(+ )% of  ins t ruc to r  respondents  were  sa t i s f ied  w i th
the i r  overa l l  exper ience .
80(+ )% sa id  the i r  s tudents  ga ined  new sk i l l s  such  as
c rea t i v i t y ,  idea  genera t ion ,  des ign  th ink ing ,  and
p i tch ing .
94(+ )%  o f  i ns t ruc to rs  wou ld  recommend the
ent repreneursh ip  p rogram to  o thers .
92(+ )%  o f  i ns t ruc to rs  repor ted  in te rmed ia te /advanced
sk i l l s  a f te r  the i r  p rogram,  compared  to  49% be fore
the  p rogram.

Ventu reLab  par tnered  w i th  Expand ing
Pathways  in  Comput ing  (EP IC )  STEM
Eva lua t ion  Serv ices  a t  The  Un ivers i t y
o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in  (UT )  Texas
Advanced  Comput ing  Center  (TACC) .
Ventu reLab  deve loped  a  su rvey  to
assess  ins t ruc to rs ’  sa t i s fac t ion  w i th
and  imp lementa t ion  o f  the  Ventu reLab
ent repreneursh ip  cur r i cu lum.  The
program was  funded by  the  Char les
S tewar t  Mot t  Foundat ion .

My skill teaching entrepreneurship BEFORE this program:

My skill teaching entrepreneurship AFTER this program:

Instructor ratings of their entrepreneurship
teaching skill level substantially improves
after implementing VentureLab.

I ns t ruc to rs  con t inue  to  repor t  h igh  sa t i s fac t ion  w i th  the
program and  i t s  ou tcomes .

Beginner/Basic Intermediate

51% 49%

Beginner/Basic Intermediate

8% 92%



S T U D Y  D E T A I L S

S T U D Y  C O N T E X T

S T U D E N T  S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S
2 0 2 4

K E Y  F I N D I N G S

Sample  Descr ip t ion
Tota l  =  1 1 14  S tudents
Grades  1 -2  =  220 S tudents
Grades  3 -5  =  3 10  S tudents
Grades  6 - 12  =  584  S tudents

Time Frame
June  2020-June  2024

Methodology
The survey  measured  the  change  in
s tudents ’  en t repreneur ia l  sk i l l s ,
m indsets ,  i n te res ts ,  and  con f idence .  

81 (+ )%  o f  e lementa ry  s tudents  lea rned  a t  leas t  some
about  be ing  an  en t repreneur .
84% of  Grades  6 - 12  s tudents  deve loped  a t  leas t
in te rmed ia te  en t repreneursh ip  sk i l l s .
Approx imate ly  th ree -quar te rs  o f  s tudents  ind ica ted
they  improved  in  the i r  en t repreneur ia l  m indsets  ( 75 -
82%) ,  se l f - con f idence  (74 -87%) ,  and  con f idence  in
the i r  ab i l i t i es  ( 73 -90%)  because  o f  the i r
en t repreneursh ip  p rogram.

Ventu reLab  par tnered  w i th  Expand ing
Pathways  in  Comput ing  (EP IC )  STEM
Eva lua t ion  Serv ices  a t  the  Un ivers i t y
o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in  (UT )  Texas
Advanced  Comput ing  Center  (TACC) .
Ventu reLab  deve loped  a  su rvey  to
assess  s tudent  engagement  leve ls  and
changes  in  s tudents ’  sk i l l se ts  and
mindsets  as  a  resu l t  o f  the i r
en t repreneursh ip  cur r i cu lum.  The
Char les  S tewar t  Mot t  Foundat ion
funded the  p rogram.

S tudents  repor ted  s ign i f i can t  improvements  in  the i r
m indsets  and  con f idence  as  we l l  as  in te res t  in
en t repreneursh ip .

Percent of Students Who Improved in Entrepreneurial Skills

Skillset Average (Grades 1-12)

Creativity 83%

Idea Generation 81%

Design Thinking 79%

My level of entrepreneurship skill BEFORE this program:

Beginner/Basic Intermediate

73% 27%

My level of entrepreneurship skill AFTER this program:

Beginner/Basic Intermediate

16% 84%



I N S T R U C T O R  S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S
2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 3

Beginner Basic Intermediate Advanced

Beginner Basic Intermediate Advanced

Instructor ratings of their entrepreneurship
teaching skill level substantially improves
after implementing VentureLab.

S T U D Y  D E T A I L S

S T U D Y  C O N T E X T K E Y  F I N D I N G S

Sample  S ize
88 Ins t ruc to rs

Time Frame
June  2020-December  2023

Methodology
The survey  measured  the  change  in
ins t ruc to rs ’  en t repreneur ia l  sk i l l s  and
mindsets ,  as  we l l  as  perce ived  change
in  the i r  e lementa ry  and  secondary
s tudents ’  en t repreneur ia l  sk i l l s ,
m indsets ,  i n te res ts ,  and  con f idence .  

94(+ )%  o f  i ns t ruc to r  respondents  were  sa t i s f ied  w i th
the i r  overa l l  exper ience  and  en joyed  teach ing  the
ent repreneursh ip  ac t i v i t ies .
93(+ )%  repor ted  tha t  the i r  s tudents ’  m indsets
improved .
78(+ )%  sa id  the i r  s tudents  ga ined  new sk i l l s  such  as
c rea t i v i t y ,  idea  genera t ion ,  des ign  th ink ing ,  and
p i tch ing .
58(+ )%  o f  i ns t ruc to r  respondents  sa id  the i r  own
mindsets  improved  as  a  resu l t  o f  us ing  the  p rogram.  

Ventu reLab  par tnered  w i th  Expand ing
Pathways  in  Comput ing  (EP IC )  STEM
Eva lua t ion  Serv ices  a t  The  Un ivers i t y
o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in  (UT )  Texas
Advanced  Comput ing  Center  (TACC) .
Ventu reLab  deve loped  a  su rvey  to
assess  ins t ruc to rs ’  sa t i s fac t ion  w i th
and  imp lementa t ion  o f  the  Ventu reLab
ent repreneursh ip  cur r i cu lum.  The
program was  funded by  the  Char les
S tewar t  Mot t  Foundat ion .

My skill teaching entrepreneurship BEFORE this program:

My skill teaching entrepreneurship AFTER this program:

14% 31% 44% 11%

6% 55% 39%

3x larger!

I ns t ruc to rs  overwhe lming ly  repor ted  h igh  sa t i s fac t ion
wi th  the  p rogram,  mater ia l s ,  and  suppor t .  



S T U D Y  D E T A I L S

S T U D Y  C O N T E X T

S T U D E N T  S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S
2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 3

K E Y  F I N D I N G S

Sample  Descr ip t ion
Tota l  =  694  S tudents
Grades  1 -2  =  43  S tudents
Grades  3 -5  =  224  S tudents
Grades  6 - 12  =  427  S tudents

Time Frame
June  2020-September  2023

Methodology
The survey  measured  the  change  in
s tudents ’  en t repreneur ia l  sk i l l s ,
m indsets ,  i n te res ts ,  and  con f idence .  

70(+ )%  o f  s tudents  had  enhanced  mindsets  &
conf idence  a f te r  the i r  p rograms .
71 (+ )% of  s tudents  had  inc reased  in te res t  in  own ing
or  s ta r t ing  a  bus iness .
77% of  Grades  6 - 12  en t repreneursh ip  s tudents  s ta r ted
wi th  beg inner  o r  bas ic  sk i l l s .
82%  o f  Grades  6 - 12  en t repreneursh ip  s tudents  ended
wi th  in te rmed ia te  o r  advanced  sk i l l s .

Ventu reLab  par tnered  w i th  Expand ing
Pathways  in  Comput ing  (EP IC )  STEM
Eva lua t ion  Serv ices  a t  The  Un ivers i t y
o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in  (UT )  Texas
Advanced  Comput ing  Center  (TACC) .
Ventu reLab  deve loped  a  su rvey  to
assess  s tudent  engagement  leve ls  as
we l l  as  changes  in  s tudents ’  sk i l l se ts
and  mindsets  as  a  resu l t  o f  the
Ventu reLab  en t repreneursh ip
cur r i cu lum.  The  p rogram was  funded
by  the  Char les  S tewar t  Mot t
Foundat ion .

S tudents  repor ted  s ign i f i can t  improvements  in  the i r
m indsets  and  con f idence ,  inc reased  in te res t  in
en t repreneursh ip ,  and  subs tan t ia l  sk i l l  deve lopment .

Public Thinking = 74%; Opportunity Analysis = 74%; Business Model =
71%; Prototyping = 71%; Market Research = 70%

Percent of Entrepreneurship Students Who Said They Improved in Skillsets

Skillset Average (Grades 1-12)

Idea Generation 85%

Creativity 85%

Teamwork 79%

Design Thinking 78%

Pitching 77%



I N S T R U C T O R  I N T E R V I E W  R E S U L T S
2 0 2 1

S T U D Y  D E T A I L S

S T U D Y  C O N T E X T

Sample  S ize
2 Ins t ruc to rs

Time Frame
February -March  2021

Methodology
The in te rv iew pro toco ls  were
deve loped  to  p rov ide  add i t iona l
ins igh ts  in to  the  en t repreneur ia l
exper iences  o f  in te rv iewees ,  bo th
before  and  dur ing  the i r
en t repreneursh ip  p rogram;  the i r
percept ions  o f  the  p rogram;  and  the
impac t  o f  the  p rogram on
ent repreneur ia l  sk i l l se ts ,  m indsets ,
in te res ts ,  and  con f idence .  The
pro toco ls  a l so  p rov ided  oppor tun i t ies
fo r  in te rv iewees  to  share  cha l lenges ,
recommendat ions ,  and  comments  fo r
p rogram eva lua t ion  and  improvement .

Ventu reLab  par tnered  w i th  Expand ing
Pathways  in  Comput ing  (EP IC )  STEM
Eva lua t ion  Serv ices  a t  The  Un ivers i t y
o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in  (UT )  Texas
Advanced  Comput ing  Center  (TACC) .
EP IC  eva lua to rs  c rea ted  the
Ent repreneursh ip  Ins t ruc to r  In te rv iew
Pro toco l .  The  p ro toco ls  were
imp lemented  dur ing  two  ins t ruc to r
in te rv iews .

K E Y  F I N D I N G S
I ns t ruc to rs  repor ted  sa t i s fac t ion  w i th  the  qua l i t y  o f  the
s tudent  ac t i v i t ies  and  exper iences .

Overa l l ,  bo th  en t repreneursh ip  ins t ruc to rs  repor ted
be ing  sa t i s f ied  w i th  the i r  exper iences  teach ing  w i th
the  mater ia l s .
One  ins t ruc to r  rea l l y  en joyed  how au tonomy-
suppor t i ve  the  ac t i v i t ies  were  and  how they  a l lowed
the  s tudents  to  innova te .  
The  o ther  ins t ruc to r  sa id  they  en joyed  the  s t ruc tu re
o f  the  ac t i v i t ies  and  how they  were  sca f fo lded .
The  ins t ruc to rs  sa id  some o f  the i r  s tudents  s ta r ted
the  p rogram w i th  m in ima l  en t repreneursh ip
exper ience ,  and  the i r  s tudents  lea rned  a  modera te
amount  o r  “ rose  to  maybe  mid - leve l ”  on  average .  The
ins t ruc to rs  c red i ted  the  ac t i v i t ies  and  hands -on
exper iences  as  be ing  va luab le .

 “[Students] were very highly motivated and
participated.”

- Instructor

“[I liked] just giving them that empowerment that
they don’t have to wait until they have a career to
go and make a difference.”

- Instructor

“Creativity was [part of everything], from the very
initial games we played all the way to
prototyping.”

- Instructor



For additional information about 
VentureLab visit:  

www.venturelab.org

LXD Research  is an independent research firm that evaluates
educational programs with ESSA-aligned methods.

Learn more at www.lxdresearch.com

https://www.storyboardthat.com/

